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HIDDEN FALLS

REGIONAL PARK

TRAILS EXPANSION
FINAL SUBSEQUENT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT  

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT MODIFICATION

Parks Division:  Lisa Carnahan and Andy Fisher



Project Location
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Proposed Trail System
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Reduced Project

Balancing Demand with Neighbor Concerns
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Recommended Reduced Project
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Recommended Reduced Project
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PARKING AREA SEIR FULL BUILDOUT REDUCED PROJECT

MEARS PLACE

Automobile Parking 105 (existing) + 25 (new) 105 (existing) + 25 (new)

Equestrian Parking 12 (existing) 12 (existing)

Open Status Daily Daily

Reservations Weekends, Holidays, Peak Days Weekends, Holidays, Peak Days

TWILIGHT RIDE

Automobile Parking 102 54

Equestrian Parking 38 20

Open Status Daily Daily

Reservations Weekends, Holidays, Peak Days Weekends, Holidays, Peak Days

CURTOLA RANCH ROAD

Automobile Parking 120 (102 new + 18 existing) 18 (existing)

Equestrian Parking 10 0

Open Status Daily Docent Tours Only – 12/year

Reservations Daily Docent tour sign ups

GARDEN BAR ROAD

Automobile Parking 45 + 5 ADA + event overflow 25 + 5 ADA + event overflow

Equestrian Parking 20 0

Open Status Daily Weekends, Holidays, Peak Days

Reservations Daily Weekends, Holidays, Peak Days

Events 6 per year w/permit 6 per year w/ permit

Total New Parking Spaces 279 Auto/68 Equestrian
109 Auto/20 Equestrian

Approx. 63% reduction in parking spaces from full 

buildout



Twilight Ride Parking
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Twilight Ride Parking
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Garden Bar Parking
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• Placer County General Plan – Open Space Element (1994)

• Citizen’s Advisory Committee – 1999

• Adoption by Board of Supervisors – 2000

Objectives:

“Conserve natural features necessary for access to a 

variety of outdoor recreation opportunities;”

“Residents of South Placer incorporated and 

unincorporated areas alike would be served by providing 

one or more large (>300 acres) regional parks in a rural 

setting with a variety of passive recreation opportunities.  

Such a park may be connected with larger areas of 

protected land, providing additional habitat value.”

Placer Legacy Open Space And 

Agricultural Conservation Program



Acquisition History And Terms
• Hidden Falls – Spears Ranch 2003

• Hidden Falls – Didion Ranch 2004

• Taylor Ranch 2007

• Liberty Ranch 2007

• Harvego Bear River Preserve 2010

• Outman Big Hill Preserve 2012

• Campbell Property 2013

• Haddad Property 2013

• Loudin Easement 2013

• Spears 40 2016



Traffic & Parking
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What has been done at Mears?

1. No Parking Zones

2. Ranger Patrol of Neighborhood

3. Website and social media information

4. Webcam

5. Public Education

6.  Reservation System

What will be done at Twilight Ride & Garden Bar?

1. All that is done at Mears

2. Adaptive management in perpetuity



Public Outreach 
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1. Board of Supervisors, 8/9/16 (approval of consultant contract for 

environmental review/update on parking solutions @ Mears)

2. Public Scoping Meeting- 2/21/17

3. Rural Lincoln MAC, 2/27/17

4. North Auburn MAC, 4/11/17

5. Board of Supervisors, 5/22/18 (purchase agreement for Twilight Ride)

6. Public Scoping Meeting on revised NOP for addition of Twilight Ride 

(6/14/18)

7. North Auburn MAC, 9/11/18

8. Parks Commission, 9/20/18

9. Board of Supervisors, 2/5/19 (first amendment to environmental review 

services contract)

10. Lincoln MAC, 3/18/19 (Master Plan)

11. Horseshoe Bar/Penryn MAC, 3/26/19 (Master Plan)

12. Foresthill Forum, 4/1/19 (Master Plan)

13. Meadow Vista MAC, 4/3/19 (Master Plan)



Public Outreach, continued 
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14. Agricultural Commission 4/8/19, (Master Plan)

15. North Auburn MAC, 5/14/19 (canceled due to lack of quorum)(Master 

Plan)

16. Placer Farm Bureau, 6/4/19

17. Protect Rural Placer meeting with Supervisor Gore, 5/28/19

18. Planning Commission, 5/14/20, (to accept comments on the draft SEIR)

19. Board of Supervisors, 7/28/20 (second amendment to environmental 

review services contract)

20. Parks Commission, 9/17/20

21. Board of Supervisors, 9/22/20 (authorization to apply for Prop 68 Grant 

Funds for Twilight Ride)

22. Planning Commission, 9/24/20 (item continued, comments accepted)

23. Town Hall, 10/6/20 (details on the reduced project)

24. Planning Commission, 10/22/20

25. Planning Commission, 1/28/21



Areas of Special Interest
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1. Vegetation Management and Wildfire Risk 

Reduction

2. Emergency Access and Communications

3. Agricultural Grazing Plans / compatibility  

with public access

4. County / Placer Land Trust Cooperation

5. Funding



Vegetation Management & Wildfire Risk
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Vegetation Management & Wildfire Risk
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Emergency 

Access and 

Communication
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Agricultural Grazing Plans / compatibility with 

public access
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• Commitment to Agriculture – County and PLT

• Hidden Falls Draft Grazing RFP



Trails and 

Grazing
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“Las Vargas 
Ranch, Analysis of 
Issues Related to 
Livestock Grazing 
Operation and 
Trail Use”

Santa Barbara 
County Trails 
Council, 2014



County / Placer Land Trust Cooperation
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1. Working together on 

acquisition

2. Working together on 

planning

3. Working together on trail 

design & construction

4. Draft MOU – working 

together on 

management



Traffic & Parking – Reduced Project
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Funding



Basis of Recommendation for 

Reduced Project
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• Analysis and Conclusions of the Final SEIR

• Input from neighbors

• Input from user groups

• Construction challenges

• Operational costs



Action Requested
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1) Adopt a resolution to certify the Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report 

(SCH# 2007062084) prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, and 

adopt the Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations and Mitigation 

Monitoring Reporting Program supported by the findings set forth within the staff report 

and the following statements:

• The Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project Final Subsequent

Environmental Impact Report has been prepared as required by law and in

accordance with all requirements of CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines and the

document as adopted reflects the independent judgment and analysis of Placer

County, which has exercised overall control and direction of the preparation of the

Subsequent Environmental Impact Report.

• The custodian of records for the Hidden Falls Regional Park Trails Expansion Project

Final Subsequent Environmental Impact Report is the Placer County Planning

Director, 3091 County Center Drive, Suite 140, Auburn, CA 95603.



Action Requested (Cont.)
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2) Approve the Conditional Use 
Permit Modification for the Hidden 

Falls Regional Park and Trails 

Expansion Reduced Project, subject 

to the recommended conditions of 

approval and findings contained 

within the staff report and as further 

clarified.


